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1 . Le present rapport d'examen preliminaire International, etabli par I'administaration chargee de I'examen preliminaire 
international, est transmis au deposant conformement a I'artlcle 36. 

2. Ce RAPPORT comprend 5 feuilles, y compris la presente feuille de couverture. 

□ II est accompagnS d'ANNEXES, c'est-a-dire de feuilles de la description, des revendications ou des dessins qui 
ont ete modif iees et qui servent de base au present rapport ou de feuilles contenant des rectifications ff*es 
aupres de ('administration chargee de I'examen preliminaire international (voir la regie 70.16 et i instruction 607 
des Instructions administratives du PCT). 

Ces annexes comprennent feuilles. 



3. Le present rapport contient des indications et les pages correspondantes relatives aux points suivants : 

Base de I'opinion 
Priorite 

Absence de formulation d'opinion quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la 
possibility duplication industrielle 
Absence d'unite de invention 

Declaration motivee selon la regie 66.2(a)(ii) quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

Certains documents cites 

lrregularites dans la demande Internationale 

Observations relatives a la demande internationale 



I 
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□ 
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Demande internationaie n° PCT/FR 03A)2457 



I. Base du rapport 

1 . En ce qui concerne les elements de la demande internationaie (les feuilles de remplacement qui ont 6t6 
remises & i'office r6cepteur en reponse a une invitation faite conformSment a I'article 14 sont consid£rees, dans 
le present rapport , comme "initialement depos6es tt et ne sont pas jointes en annexe au rapport puisqu'elles ne 
contiennent pas de modifications (r&gles 70. 16 et 70. 17)) : 

Description, Pages 

1 -8 telles qu'initialement d6posees 
Revendications, No. 

1 -25 telles qu'initialement d6pos§es 
Dessins, Feuilles 

1/3-3& telles qu'initialement d§posees 

2. En ce qui concerne la langue, tous les elements indiques ci-dessus etaient k la disposition de Padministration 
ou lui ont 6te remis dans la langue dans laquelle la demande internationaie a ete dSposee, sauf indication 
contraire donn6e sous ce point. 

Ces elements Staient k la disposition de Tadministration ou lui ont et6 remis dans ia langue suivante: ,qui est: 

□ la langue d f une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche internationaie (selon la rfegle 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande internationaie (selon la rSgle 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de Pexamen preliminaire internationaie (selon la rfegle 55.2 ou 
55.3). 

3. En ce qui concerne les sequences de nucleotides ou d'acide aminesdivulguees dans la demande 
internationaie (Ie cas 6cheant), Pexamen preliminaire internationaie a 6te effectue sur la base du listage des 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande internationaie, sous forme 6crite. 

□ depose avec la demande internationaie, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ remis ult6rieurement a Padministration, sous forme 6crite. 

□ remis ult6rieurement a Padministration, sous forme dechiffrable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et foumi ult6rieurement ne va pas au-del& 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que d6pos§e, a et6 fournie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistrees sous dechiffrable par ordinateur sont identiques 
k celles du listages des sequences Pr£sent§ par ecrit, a 6t§ fournie. 

4. Les modifications ont entram6 Pannulation : 

□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles : 
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5. □ Le present rapport a et6 formule abstraction faite (de certaines) des modifications, qui ont §te considerees 

comme allant au-dela de l'expos6 de I'invention tel qu'il a 6\e depose, comme il est indiqu6 ci-apr6s (regie 
70.2(c)) : 

(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiqu6e au point 1 
et annexee au present rapport.) 

6. Observations compl6mentaires, le cas ech6ant : 



V. Declaration motivee selon Particle 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibilite 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 



1. Declaration 

Nouveaut6 Oui: Revendications 



1-21^24,25 



Non: Revendications 

Activite inventive Oui: Revendications 

Non: Revendications 

Possibilite d'application industrielle Oui: Revendications 

Non: Revendications 



22,23 
1-25 



22,23 
1-21,24,25 



2. Citations et explications 



voir feuille separee 
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Concernant le point V 

Declaration motivee quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive et la possibility 
d'application industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de cette declaration 

1 . II est fait reference aux documents suivants , en reponse a votre lettre du 31 .08.04: 

D1 : US-A-3278331 

D2 : WO-A-9622841 

D3: DE-C-1 952751 5 

D4. US-A-4726208 

D5 : JP-A-7243025 

2.1 . Le document D1 decrit un proc^de et appareil de revetement de la surface d'une 
tole d'acier consistant a deposer un film mince de zinc, d'epaisseur entre 0.000001 et 
0.0001 pouces, puis a realiser un traitement thenmique par chauffage du substrat a une 
temperature d'environ 450°C et a deposer ensuite un film mince de zinc, d'epaisseur 
entre 0.000001 et 0.001 pouces ( voir col.2, lign. 5-col.3, lign. 22; fig.1 ,2). 

La diiference entre D1 et la demande est la temperature du traitement thermique ( 
environ 450°C au lieu d'une temperature comprise entre 0.8 Tf et Tf). 

2.2. Le document D2 decrit le revetement d'un substrat metallique et puis le traitement 
thermique du substrat par bombardement ionique a la temperature de fusion a une 
temperature comprise entre 0.6 Tf et 0.99 Tf dudit revetement ( voir revend. 1 ,4,5 et 
page 10, lign. 9-21). 

2.3. Le document D3 decrit le revetement d'une tole d'acier galvanisee a chaud 
consistant, preablement au depot d'une mince couche de fer, d'epaisseur de 0.1 
micrometre, a soumettre la face de la t6le d'acier galvanisee a un traitement thermique 
rapide (1,5 sec) a une temperature entre 150 et 400°C bar bombardement ionique d'un 
gaz (voir col. 4, lign. 27-col 5,lign. 7). 

2.4 le document D4 decrit un procede et appareil pour le revetement d'une tole d'acier 
consistant a deposer une mince couche d'etain, a realiser ensuite un traitement 
thermique de chauffage, a deposer ensuite une seconde couche mince d'etain et a 
deposer ensuite une couche d'oxyde de chrome ( voir col.2, lign. 8-68; fig.1). 

2.5. L'objet des revendications 1-21 est nouveau selon I'Article 33(2) PCT et implique 
une activite inventive selon Article 33(3) PCT a condition d'inciure dans la revendication 
1 toutes les caracteristiques essentielles de la demande, c'est-a-dire d'inciure la 
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revendication 4 dans la revendiaction 1 afin d'obtenir I'effet visuel tridimensionnel 
recherche. 

3. Les revendications 22,23 ( dispositif) sont formulees tellement vagues , qu'une 
decision quant a la nouveaute et a I'activite inventive ne peut pas etre prise selon 
Article 6 PCT et Art. 33(2/3) PCT. 

4. U objet des revendications 24 et 25 est nouveau et implique une activite inventive 

a condition d'ajouter les specifications dans la revendication 1 comme proposees dans 
2.5. 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

I I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — ' amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70. 16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 

3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
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is 


Basis of the report 
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□ 


Priority 
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□ 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 


rv 
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Lack of unity of invention 


V 




Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


VI 
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Certain documents cited 


VII 
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Certain defects in the international application 


VIII 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
|^| the international application as originally filed 

the description: 

P ages ^8 , as originally filed 

P ages __ , filed with the demand 

P a S es , filed with the letter of 

the claims: 

P ages 1"25 , as originally filed 

P ages b m , as amended (together with any statement under Article 1 9 

P ages , filed with the demand 

pages , filed with the letter of 

the drawings: 

P ages 1/3-3/3 _, as originally filed 

pages , filed with the demand 

pages ..filed with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pagCS ■ . as originally filed 

pagCS , filed with the demand 

pagcs , filed with the letter of __ 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. * ' 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is* 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 



I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



5 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
— beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

* * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-21, 24, 25 



22, 23 



1-21, 24, 25 



22, 23 



1-25 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations' and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents, in 
response to the letter of 31/08/04: 

Dl: US-A-3278331 
D2: WO-A-9622841 
D3: DE-C-19527515 
D4: US-A-4726208 
D5: JP-A-7243025 

2.1 Dl describes a method and apparatus for coating the 
surface of a sheet of steel, consisting in depositing a 
thin film of zinc between 0,000001 and 0.0001 inches 
thick, heat treating by heating the substrate to a 
temperature of approximately 450 °C and then depositing 
a thin film of zinc between 0.000001 and 0.001 inches 
thick (see column 2, line 5 to column 3, line 22/ 
figures 1 and 2) . 

The difference between Dl and the application is the 
temperature at which heat treatment is performed 
(approximately 450 °C instead of a temperature between 
0.8 Tm and Tm) . 

2.2 D2 describes coating a metal substrate and then heat 
treating said substrate by ion bombardment at a 
temperature of between 0 . 6 Tm and 0.99 Tm, where Tm is 
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the melting temperature of the coating (see claims 1, 
4, 5 and page 10, lines 9 to 21) . 

2.3 D3 describes a method for coating a hot dip galvanised 
steel sheet whereby, prior to the deposition of a thin 
layer of iron 0.1 micrometer thick, the surface of the 
galvanised steel sheet is subjected to rapid heat 
treatment (1.5 seconds) at a temperature between 150 
and 400 °C by gas ion bombardment (see column 4, line 
27 to column 5, line 7) . 

2.4 D4 describes a method and apparatus for coating a steel 
sheet, consisting in depositing a thin layer of tin, 
then performing heat treatment, then depositing a 
second thin layer of tin and then depositing a layer of 
chromium oxide (see column 2, lines 8 to 68; figure 1). 

2.5 The subject matter of claims 1 to 21 is novel according 
to PCT Article 33(2) and involves an inventive step 
according to PCT Article 33(3) on condition that all 
the essential features of the application are included 
in the claim, i.e. that claim 4 is included in claim 1 
in order to obtain the desired three-dimensional visual 
effect . 

3. Contrary to the requirements of PCT Article 6, the 
wording of claims 22 and 23 (device claims) is so vague 
that no decision can be reached with regard to novelty 
and inventive step, as defined by PCT Article 33(2) and 
(3) . 

4. The subject matter of claims 24 and 25 is novel and 
involves an inventive step provided that the features 
referred to in point 2.5 above are added to claim 1. 
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